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1886. Anarchists and social revolutionaries held a world congress in
London to discuss the ideas and debates about anarchism. Many of the

19th century’s most prominent intellectuals participated in the meetings
including the physicist, philosopher, and mathematician, Richard Avenal,
Cornelius Castoriadis, and the ethnographer and political writer, Ernest

Jones. The following morning, police agents raided and arrested the
participants. The congress had made it clear that the goal of anarchism
was to move beyond hierarchical governments. The London government
feared such an anarchic approach, so the state decided to stamp out the
threat of anarchist action by their own hand. On October 6th, a number of
them were arraigned on charges of “seditious conspiracy”. The conviction
of the anarchists was always a surefire way for the state to silence them
and shut down their ideas. Consequently, the years between 1886 and

1919 were marked by a determined pushback by anarchists. They first had
to push back against their own prejudices. The masses of people were

ready to listen to anarchist ideas and support them. This was a departure
for the anarchists. In the past, they had largely, if not exclusively, been

preaching to the masses from the safety of their living rooms. The
revolution was erupting in the streets. And as it did, they took to the
streets in support of it. In Spain, Italy, and to a lesser degree France,
anarchists were playing an integral role in the People’s Movement.

Anarchists also supported the Russian Revolution, but as a minority. The
anarchist movement never consisted of a majority, but they did in the

streets. During this period of fighting back, each anarchist group struggled
to gain enough influence to turn the tide of public opinion. Anarchists were
not a unified or centralized movement. Conflicts and struggles as well as

different ideas developed on a local level. It was a very localized
phenomenon. Nonetheless, 6d1f23a050
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